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The last point I would like to make is that
I would like to join the previous speakers in
saying that I have great confidence in the
young King of Jordan. I had a very good
meeting with him today. He clearly under-
stands his mission. He said in the most mov-
ing way—he said, ‘‘I and all of my brothers
and sisters have absorbed our father’s teach-
ing; we know what we are supposed to do,
and I intend to do it.’’ And he said it in a
way that exuded the quiet, humble con-
fidence that I saw so often in his father.

And finally, just on a purely personal note,
I was deeply honored to be able to bring
Queen Noor’s mother and father over on the
airplane with me. They are in this audience
tonight, because we are leaving from here.
And I think we should let them know that
our prayers and support are with them, and
we are grateful that their daughter, a daugh-
ter of America, has been a magnificent
Queen of Jordan and a great friend to the
people of both countries.

Hillary and I have had so many unbeliev-
able experiences as a result of the great honor
of serving in the White House. But among
those I will treasure most every day of my
life are the times we had with the King of
Jordan. He made us all a little better, and
he always will.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Marriott Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to U.S. Ambassador to Jordan William
J. Burns; and Queen Noor’s parents, Najeeb and
Doris Halaby. The transcript made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of former Presidents Gerald R. Ford,
Jimmy Carter, and George Bush; the First Lady;
and Ambassador Burns.

Statement on the Eritrea-Ethiopia
Border Conflict
February 9, 1999

I am deeply concerned by the heavy fight-
ing along the border between Ethiopia and
Eritrea. Since the dispute began in May
1998, my administration has sought to work
with these two friends of the United States
to achieve a peaceful resolution. Susan Rice,
the Assistant Secretary of State for African

Affairs, has conducted intensive shuttle di-
plomacy between Ethiopia and Eritrea, and
former National Security Adviser Anthony
Lake has made four trips to the region at
my request.

We remain committed to this crucial ef-
fort. A peaceful solution can and must be
found without delay. I urge both parties to
halt the fighting immediately. If the conflict
continues, its human and economic cost will
be incalculable for the people of Ethiopia
and Eritrea and for the entire region.

I am disappointed that hostilities resumed
while sustained diplomatic efforts by the
international community were continuing.
We welcome Ethiopia’s standing acceptance
of the Organization of African Unity’s
Framework Agreement and maintain our
support for the efforts of the OAU and others
to promote a peaceful resolution of this con-
flict.

The return to hostilities cannot bring
about a lasting solution to this dispute. I am
particularly alarmed by the recent use of air
power, which escalates the conflict and vio-
lates the agreed airstrike moratorium. I urge
the Ethiopian Government to refrain from
further use of its aircraft as currently em-
ployed along the border, and I ask both sides
to renew their commitment to the morato-
rium.

For the sake of their people, the leaders
of Ethiopia and Eritrea must immediately
halt the fighting and recommit themselves
to diplomatic efforts to secure a peaceful set-
tlement.

Statement on the Nomination of
Richard C. Holbrooke to be
Ambassador to the United Nations

February 9, 1999

I will soon send to the Senate my nomina-
tion of Richard C. Holbrooke to be the next
United States Ambassador to the United Na-
tions.

From building a lasting peace in Bosnia
to searching for a political settlement in
Kosovo to finding a workable solution in Cy-
prus, Richard C. Holbrooke’s intellect, vigor,
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